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Wolfville.ca 

Design Review Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2023 

5:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Town Hall 

359 Main Street 
  

Agenda 

 
This meeting is being held to discuss two development agreement proposals: DA-
2022-003-620 Main Street (Tattingstone Inn) and DA-2023-001-234 Main Street. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is for the Committee to provide Staff with feedback 
regarding the two applications that will go into the Planning Advisory Committee 
report for the committee and Council to consider. The Design Review Committee 
does not make decisions regarding the proposals.  
 
This is not a public meeting and is open only to the committee members and 
applicants. 
 
The meeting will begin with a brief introduction to the proposals, followed by 
applicant presentations and finally a discussion among the committee.  



Public Information Meeting 

May 18th, 2023 

620 Main Street - Tattingstone Inn - Development Agreement Proposal  

 

PROPOSAL 
The owners of the Tattingstone Inn at 620 Main Street (PID 55383137) are seeking to enter into a 

development agreement to allow the construction of a new 2,000 square foot building with 7 guest rooms 

to expand the hospitality services offered.  

The exterior design will carry the same Italianate Style that is featured on the original building with roof 

structure, decorative trim and accents, windows, doors, moldings and siding. A letter from the Applicant 

outlining the design details is in Attachment A. 

 

A preliminary elevation of the south side of the building (street facing) is shown below in figure 1.  

 



 

Figure 1. South elevation. 

Figure 2 shows the preliminary elevation of the north side of the building. 

 

 

Figure 2. North elevation 

Figure 3 shows the preliminary elevation of the east side of the building. 



 

Figure 3. East elevation 

 

Figure 4 shows the preliminary elevation of the west side of the building. 



 

 

Figure 4. West elevation 

 

Figure 5. shows the preliminary floor plan for the 1st floor with three guest suites. 



 

 

Figure 5. floor plan for first floor. 

 

Figure 6. shows the preliminary floor plan for the second floor showing four guest suites. 



 

Figure 6. Floor plan for second floor. 

 

 

Background 

The Tattingstone Inn is a designated Historic Landmark in the Town of Wolfville that sits on 1.5 acres of 

mature grounds. There are currently a total of 14 guest rooms throughout the main house and the 

Carriage House. The owner’s quarters are also located within the Carriage House. The property is 

designated as Neighbourhood Residential in the Municipal Planning Strategy and zoned Neighourhood 

Commercial (C-2) in the Land Use By-law. Hotels with more than 12 guest rooms in the Neighbourhood 



Commercial (C-2) zone can be considered through a development agreement. The proposed development 

agreement will bring the total number of guest rooms to 21. 

 

 

The property is located within the Design Guidelines area and the property is also a Municipally 

Registered Heritage Property. Information on the heritage designation can be found here: 

http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=6515&pid=0 and in Attachment B.

http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=6515&pid=0


Figure 7. 

Design Guidelines Areas. 

 

Property Location 

620 Main Street is located on the north side of Main Street, west of Robie Tufts Drive. 

 

Figure 8. Context Map. 

 



Proposed Site Plan 

The draft proposed site plan (figure 9) shows the existing building, with a new dining room addition and a 

the proposed 2-storey building (A). An events pavilion is also shown and indicated as “B”. There new guest 

suite building will be set back 30-40 feet from the dining room addition. The dining room addition is equal 

to or less than 10% of the size of the existing building and will be constructed as-of-right as per MPS Policy 

8.2 (3). 



 

Figure 9. proposed site plan. 

The draft proposed landscape plan (figure 10) shows the location of new shrubbery, trees and stone 

walkways along the south side of the proposed new building and dining room, and along the breezeway. 



Further details will be shown on future landscape plans such as a patio stone walkway leading to the new 

building and from the new building to the even pavilion and parking.  

  

Figure 10. Draft landscape plan. 

 

Heritage Value 

The Tattingstone Inn is a municipally registered heritage property known as Thompson House, valued for 

its architectural features and association with former owners, George Thompson and Leslie Raymond 

Fairn.  

Character-defining elements of Thompson House include:  

• symmetrical three-bay façade; 

• low pitched roof;  

• matching brick chimneys;  

• clapboard siding;  

• wide eaves supported by ornate brackets;  

• wide corner boards with Doric-style columns;  

• pedimented hoods over first floor windows;  

• frontispiece with Palladian-derivative window on top gable;  



• pedimented gable porch on Doric columns with ornate bracket detailing;  

• transom window above front door.  

 

 Policy Framework 

The proposal requests the construction of a new 2-storey building containing 7 guest rooms. 

LUB Policy 4.6 Design Guidelines Areas – Core and Neighbourhood states that new buildings greater than 

10% of a registered heritage property, located in a design guidelines area, shall be considered by Site Plan 

Approval or Development Agreement.  

 



 

 

A property zoned C-2 (Neighbourhood Commercial) with this type of proposal (hotel) is considered 

through a Development Agreement process, in accordance with Land Use By-law Part 8 General 

Requirements for Neighbourhood Zones. 

Part 8. General Requirements for Neighbourhood Zones 

• Table 14.1 Commercial Land Use states that Hotels may be considered in the Neighbourhood Commercial 

(C-2) zone through a development agreement. 

 



MPS 

MPS policy 11.4.2 Development Agreements and 11.4.3 Criteria for LUB Amendments and Consideration 

of Development Agreements outline considerations to be reviewed in a Development Agreement Process.  

11.4.2 Development Agreements   

 

 



 

 

 



MPS Policy 11.4.4 Design Guidelines  

11.4.4 Design Guidelines 

 

 

 

Process 

The first stage of the application review process will be a Public Information Meeting (PIM) held on May 

18th, 2023 in the Council Chambers at Wolfville Town Hall at 5:00PM. The purpose of the PIM is to allow 

the applicant to answer questions and for the public to provide preliminary feedback on the request.  Staff 

have not completed a review of the project and no recommendation is provided at this time. 

The process for a development agreement after the PIM is as follows: 

 

• Application will be reviewed by the Design Review Committee and comments provided to Staff 

• Staff prepare a report with recommendation for the Planning Advisory Committee and Heritage 

Advisory Committee  

• Initial Consideration by Council  

• Public Hearing 

• Decision by Council  

• Appeal period 



  

How can the public be involved in this application? 

The public can, and is encouraged to, provide comment on the application at any time in the process, but 

the earlier in the process the better so that any concerns can be addressed.  Not all concerns or issues can 

be dealt with through the development agreement process, but if the issue is relevant to the planning 

process, we will address it in the staff report.  Ways that the public can be involved are: 

• Direct contact with the staff.  The ideal time to do this is before staff have prepared the staff 

report and potentially the draft development agreement. However, you can contact staff at any 

time. 

• Letters or emails to Council 

• Submissions to Council at the public hearing 

• Requests to make a presentation to the Planning Advisory Committee  

• Email updates regarding this application – provide your email to Planning staff and we will put 

you on the list. 

• If you have questions regarding the application or the process for making a decision regarding this 

application, please contact Lindsay Slade at (902) 599-0124 or Lslade@wolfville.ca 

  

  

  

  

Attachments 

 Attachment A. Design Details 



 

 

Attachment B. Heritage Designation 



 



 



New Accommodations Building 620 Main Street, Wolfville 

Elevation drawings show exterior features, materials, windows, door themes, 
wood siding, trim work, colour and other details as they relate to the original 
heritage design of the existing Inn.


Building length to width ratio;  36 feet in length by 50 feet in width.


Height; Two stories in height with approximately 19 feet of wall height.


Roof shape:  Hip Roof with rectangular cap same as the existing Inn.


Overall appearance of exterior cladding and roof materials;  Clapboard wood 
siding the same as the existing Inn, muted yellow in colour.  Asphalt roof 
shingles with similar make and design as the existing Inn.


Architectural details:  Distinctive single hung vinyl windows, large rectangular in 
shape as is common in the Italianate style.  Wood trim in white matching the Inn 
both in design and feature.


Shape and size of doors and windows: Rectangular single hung vinyl windows 
64”L x 36”W.  Single entry door with side lights at the main entrance, a peeked 
roof veranda 6’ X 8’ and standard single door exits for fire egress.


Architectural style:  Building will replicate the existing Inn denoting the same 
Italianate Style design. The new buildings design is typically balanced, 
symmetrical and rectangular in shape with a hipped roof, one that slants on all 
four sides.  


Elegant cultured stone walkways and green spaces flow throughout the 
property.  Photos show location of the new building as it relates to the new 
dining structure and the existing Inn lending a “retreat” vibe.  Large Stone pieces 
taken from the South Mountain complete the overall project adding a sense of 
definition and grandeur.   Once completed, Tattingstone Inn will enable people 
seeking a more luxurious experience both a five star Inn, unique dining and a  
destination for weddings, corporate and social retreats, workshop classes and 
more.
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Public Information Meeting 
May 18th, 2023 
Development Agreement Proposal 

 

Proposal 

The property owner of 234 Main Street (PID 55278626) is seeking a Development Agreement (DA) to build 

a 10-unit residential building.  

 

Figure 1. Context map. 

Background 

234 Main Street is located in the Neighbourhood Commercial (C-2) zone. The C-2 zone permits up to 16 

units per acre. Staff are considering this proposal as unique and site specific due to the following design 

considerations: 

• Designed for multi-generational housing (aging in place) 

• Underground parking 

• Sustainable design (rooftop solar, energy efficient construction) 

• Shared fitness room 

• Shared art and music room 



• Ten private homes with two guest suites 
 

Draft site plan and elevation 

 

Figure 2. draft site plan 



 

Figure 3. draft elevation 

 

Preliminary Policy Overview 
 
The property is zoned C-2 in the Land Use By-law and designated as such in the Municipal Planning 

Strategy.  



 

 

 

 

This proposal can be considered by Council by Development Agreement.  

 

Part 11.4 Land Use Bylaw and Development Agreements policy  

11.4.2 Development Agreements   

  



11.4.4 Criteria for LUB Amendments and Consideration of Development Agreements 

 

 

 

 



  

Design Review Committee 

234 Main Street is located within the Design Guidelines Area and the application is required to be reviewed by the 

Design Review Committee.  

 

Process 

The first stage of the application review process will be a Public Information Meeting (PIM) held on May 

18th, 2023 in the Council Chambers at Wolfville Town Hall at 5pm.  The purpose of the PIM is to receive 

preliminary feedback from the public on the proposal.   

 

Staff have not completed a review of the proposal and no recommendation is provided at this time. 

The process for a development agreement after the PIM is as follows: 

• Proposal is reviewed by the Design Review Committee 

• Staff prepare a report with recommendation for the Planning Advisory Committee  

• Initial Consideration by Council  

• Public Hearing 

• Decision by Council  

• Appeal period 

 
 
 

How can the public get involved in this application? 

The public can, and are encouraged to, provide comment on the application at any time during the 
process, but the earlier in the process the better so that any concerns can be addressed.  Not all 
concerns or issues can be dealt with through the development agreement process, but if the issue is 
relevant to the planning process, we will address it in the staff report.  Ways that the public can be 
involved are: 
 

• Direct contact with Staff.  The ideal time to do this is before Staff have prepared the staff report 
and potentially the draft development agreement; however, you can contact Staff at any time. 

• Letters or emails to Council. 

• Submissions to Council at the public hearing. 

• Requests to make a presentation to the Planning Advisory Committee.  

• Email updates regarding this application – provide your email to Planning Staff and we will put 
you on the list. 

• If you have questions regarding the application or the process for making a decision regarding 
this application, please contact Lindsay Slade at 902-599-0124 / email at lslade@wolfville.ca  

mailto:lslade@wolfville.ca


 
 

Attachments 

A. Design notes from architect 

Attachment A: Design notes from architect 

 



234 Main St - Proposed Schematic Design
Wolfville, NS





PROPOSED SCHEMATIC SITE PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT AT 234 MAIN STREET, WOLFVILLE, NS





PROPOSED SCHEMATIC DESIGN FOR DEVELOPMENT AT 234 MAIN STREET, WOLFVILLE, NSFACING SOUTH, TOWARDS MAIN STREET



PROPOSED SCHEMATIC DESIGN FOR DEVELOPMENT AT 234 MAIN STREET, WOLFVILLE, NSFACING SOUTH EAST, TOWARDS MAIN STREET



PROPOSED SCHEMATIC DESIGN FOR DEVELOPMENT AT 234 MAIN STREET, WOLFVILLE, NSALONG MAIN STREET, FACING WEST



234 MAIN STREET SCHEMATIC PLAN  - LEVEL 1234 MAIN STREET SCHEMATIC PLAN  - PARKADE
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234 MAIN STREET SCHEMATIC PLAN  - LEVEL 3234 MAIN STREET SCHEMATIC PLAN  - LEVEL 2
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Design Review Committee
Development Agreements:

620 Main Street (Tattingstone Inn) and

234 Main Street



Design Guidelines 



Design Guidelines - MPS

• Policy 11.4.4.3. To use the Design Review Committee to complement the Design Guidelines when considering Development 

Applications, as outlined in the Land Use Bylaw. 

• Policy 11.4.4. To recognize that the Design Guidelines are used to inform development processes and that they are not 

prescriptive in nature. Mandatory requirements shall be defined in the Land Use Bylaw and Development Agreements.

• Policy 11.4.4. To regard the Heritage Property Bylaw as the principal means of control for substantial alteration, demolition and 

other matters under the Heritage Property Act, to registered heritage buildings, streetscapes and areas.

• Policy 11.4.4.7 To require that all developments located within a designated Design Guidelines Area respond to the design 

principles and guidelines of the Design Guidelines and that the Design Review Committee and a Design Guidelines Checklist be 

used in certain circumstances, as defined in the Land Use Bylaw and Design Guidelines (Schedules of the Land Use Bylaw).

• Policy 11.4.4.8 To encourage the preservation of the cultural and built heritage of Wolfville through cooperation with the 

Wolfville Historical Society and other similar heritage organizations that contribute to a sustainable built heritage in Wolfville.

• Policy 11.4.4.12 To require the submission of detailed elevation drawings, a site plan, and any other information that the 

Development Officer and other Town officials deem necessary to evaluate a development proposal in a Design Guidelines Area.



Process

• Public Information Meeting: To share information and gather feedback. 

• Design Review Committee

• Staff Report: includes a recommendation for PAC including feedback from this 
meeting.

• Planning Advisory Committee/Heritage Advisory Committee: Review the Staff 
Report and consider the application.

• Initial Consideration by Council, 

• Public Hearing, 

• Decision by Council,

• 14 day Appeal period.



620 Main Street (Tattingstone Inn)

• Brief Overview of Application

• Request to construct new building with 7 guest rooms

• Preliminary drawings for review

• Applicant presentation

• Question and answer



620 Main Street 

Existing main building is a registered 
Heritage Property

Character-defining elements:

• symmetrical three-bay façade;

• low pitched roof; 

• matching brick chimneys; 

• clapboard siding; 

• wide eaves supported by ornate brackets; 

• wide corner boards with Doric-style columns; 

• pedimented hoods over first floor windows; 

• frontispiece with Palladian-derivative window 

on top gable; 



620 Main Street – Building Design

Dimensions:

• 36 feet in length by 50 feet in width. 

• Two stories (approximately 19 feet of wall 

height), 

• Hip Roof with rectangular cap same as the 

existing Inn,

Building Materials:

• Clapboard wood siding (muted yellow in colour),

• Asphalt roof shingles with similar make and 

design as the existing Inn,

• Large, rectangular single hung vinyl windows,

• Wood trim in white matching the Inn.



620 Main Street – Building Design

Windows and Doors:

• Rectangular single hung vinyl windows 64”L x 36”W. 

• Single entry door with side lights at the main entrance, 

• a peeked roof veranda 6’ X 8’ 

• and standard single door exits for fire egress. 

Architectural Style: 

• Building will replicate the existing Inn (Italianate Style design), 

• The new buildings design is typically balanced, symmetrical 

and rectangular in shape with a hipped roof, one that slants 

on all four sides. 



620 Main Street – South Elevation

Facing Main Street:



620 Main Street – North Elevation

Facing the rear:



620 Main Street – East Elevation

Facing the dining room:



620 Main Street – West Elevation

Facing the west, towards 628 Main Street:



620 Main Street – Landscaping

• Stone walkways,
• Green spaces,
• Shrubbery,
• Large south facing rock wall,
• Stone ramp



234 Main Street

• Brief Overview of Application

• Request to construct new building with 10 dwelling units

• Applicant presentation

• Question and answer



234 Main Street - Preliminary Site Plan

• 3 storey building

• Designed for multi-generational housing (aging in place)

• Underground parking

• Sustainable design (rooftop solar, energy efficient construction)

• Shared fitness room

• Solarium/lobby

• Snug

• Rooftop terrace

• Shared art and music room

• Ten private homes with two guest suites



Preliminary Elevation 



Preliminary Elevation – south facing

View of the rear of 
the building



Preliminary Elevation – southeast facing

Driveway

Main Street



Preliminary Elevation – facing west



234 Main Street – Floor plan - parkade



234 Main Street – Floor plan – 1st floor



234 Main Street – Floor plan – 2nd floor



234 Main Street – Floor plan – 3rd floor
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